COURSE SYLLABUS:
Fall 2016
Writing Intensive Course
Course Title: 
PHIL 230 /WGST 230
Tu Th 5:35pm - 6:50pm
Instructor:
Elvira Basevich

Email:

ebasevich@gradcenter.cuny.edu
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Anna Pavlovna as a Maenad
Feminism: Philosophical Theory & Practice

Room:

West Building W505
Office:

TBA
Office Hours: 
TBA
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Anna Pavlovna as a Dying Swan,

a 4 min. ballet A.P. performed over 4,000 times

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

Eros (Greek, erasthai) includes sexual desire, affection, & love; it is foundational to any viable conception of what it means to be a human being. Its expression, however, is profoundly informed by gender norms. In this course, we will explore a variety of approaches feminist philosophers have developed for understanding the ethical significance of women’s relation to eros. We will explore what makes erotic expressions degrading, traumatic, and disrespectful to women, as in androcentric and solipsistic love, sexual violence, and certain forms of sexual objectification. We will also consider erotic expressions that are ethical, broadly construed, in that they promote a rationally- grounded well-being, reciprocity, and self-affirmation. We will discover that positive constructions of eros often challenge conventional conceptions of what it means to be a fully free woman (or man) in love. As we examine the challenge that positive eros presents, we will reflect on the gay, queer, and transgender experience, as well as on the politics of race, philosophical intelligence & love of learning, memory, and forgiveness.
COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is designed, first, to provide students with the conceptual resources to persuade skeptical but reasonable interlocutors of the merits of feminist ethical theory. Second, it aims to help students make sense of their daily experiences with respect to gender, sexuality, and race, as it encourages practices of rational judgment in complex situations that often arise in day-to-day life, especially those concerning the responsibility to not harm, and to promote the well-being, of others. 
This course seeks to develop the following analytical skills: 
· to support an argument with good reasons, rather than assert an opinion;
· to define and use key philosophical concepts correctly; 
· to identify main points and arguments in a philosophical essay; 
· to formulate an argument for a thesis and defend it against objections; 
· to defend one's interpretation of a philosophical text. 
Read all the assignments before the lecture. You will not succeed in this course without reading the assignments. Ideally, you should read them three times before the lecture. Largely, the main difference between the instructor and the student is the number of times the party has read the material. At your end, do not let the number stand at zero. You are encouraged to develop reading techniques such as note taking, annotation, and generally reading with a critical mind, such that you can recall what you’ve read, summarize it to another person, and identity the reading’s shortcomings. All the reading assignment will be available on Blackboard. For the first few weeks, you will find the readings on my website: elvirabasevich.com. 
You must bring a hardcopy of the reading assignment to class. Failure to do so will significantly impact your final grade for participation. 

SCHEDULE

*tentative & subject to revision*
Aug 25. Introduction, T.S. Eliot “Hysteria” (handout); Euripides, Bacchae (handout)
Aug 30. Ruth Ginzberg, "Philosophy Is Not a Luxury"

I. Procreation

Sept 1. Elisabeth Lloyd, “Pre-theoretical Assumptions in Evolutionary Explanations of Female Sexuality”

Emily Martin, “The Egg and the Sperm: How Science has Constructed a Romance Based on Stereotypical Male-Female Roles” 

II. Eros and Philosophy: How Reading is like Falling in Love 

Sept 6. Anne Carson, Eros the Bittersweet (62-76) “What does the Lover Want From Love?” & “Symbolon”
Sept 8. Gillian Rose, Love’s Work (excerpts)
Sept 13. Gillian Rose, Love’s Work (excerpts)

Sept 15. Plato, Symposium (26-42)


Recommended: Kenneth Sayre, Plato’s Literary Garden (excerpt)
Sept 20. Plato, Symposium (42-87)
Sept 22. Simone de Beauvoir; “The Woman in Love,” The Second Sex 
Sept 27. Simone de Beauvoir; “The Woman in Love,” The Second Sex
Sept 29. Simone de Beauvoir; “The Woman in Love,” The Second Sex 
Oct 4. – No Class 
Oct 6. – No Class – **CUNY MAGIC** Classes Follow a Monday Schedule

Oct 11 – No Class
III. The Male Gaze: Sexual Objectification, Race, & Pornography  
Oct 13. Patricia Marino, “The Ethics of Sexual Objectification: Autonomy and Consent”; 


Recommended: Beauvoir, “Introduction,” The Second Sex
Oct 14. **Class Meeting on Friday** -- Classes Follow a Tues Schedule

Evangelia Papidaki, “Sexual Objectification: From Kant to Contemporary Feminism”
Oct 18. Rae Langton, Sexual Solipsism (excerpt)
Oct 20. W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk, Chp 1. “Double Consciousness”
Oct 25. Angela Davis, Angela Davis, “Rape, Racism, and the Myth of the Black Rapist;” 
PBS documentary on the lynching of Emmitt Till (please watch before class): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1-X4is9jMYk
IV. What do ‘Women’ Want? Pleasure, Subjectivity and the Body
Oct 27. Luce Irigaray, Speculum of the Other Woman
Nov 1. Luce Irigaray, This Sex Which Is Not One
Nov 3. Nancy Tuana, “Coming to Understand: Orgasm and the Epistemology of Ignorance,”
Nov 8. Adrienne Rich - Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Experience;
Teresa de Lauretis, 1991. “Queer Theory: Lesbian and Gay Sexualities” (to p. xi) differences
Nov 10. Susan Stryker, 2004. “Transgender Studies: Queer Theory’s Evil Twin” GLQ
V. Sex that is not Sex: Violence, Trauma, Memory & Forgiveness 
Nov 15. Du Bois, “The Damnation of Women”; Balfour, chp 5, “Representative Women: Slavery and the Gendered Ground of Citizenship”
Nov 17. Toni Morrison, “The Site of Memory”;
Roni Caryn Rabin, “Nearly 1 in 5 Women in U.S. Survey Say They Have Been Sexually Assaulted,” http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/15/health/nearly-1-in-5-women-in-us-survey-report-sexual-assault.html
Richard Pérez-Peña, “1 in 4 Women Experience Sex Assault on Campus,” http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/22/us/a-third-of-college-women-experience-unwanted-sexual-contact-study-finds.html
Nov 22. Susan Brison, Aftermath: Violence and the Remaking of the Self, chp. 1;
Nov 24 – No Class
Nov 29. Brison, Aftermath, chp. 2

Dec 1. Brison, Aftermath, chp. 3

Dec 6. Brison, Aftermath, 4
Dec 8. Kathryn Norlock, Forgiveness from a Feminist Perspective, chp. 1; 
Lucy Allias, “Wiping the Slate Clean: The Heart of Forgiveness”
POLICIES
· CLASSROOM CONDUCT 

The classroom is a public space for serious work. Everybody in the classroom is expected to behave as a mature and thoughtful person who genuinely cares about what others have to say. The instructor reserves the right to take appropriate measures should this general rule be violated. 
· HUNTER COLLEGE’S POLICY ON ACCESSIBILITY 
In compliance with the American Disability Act of 1990 (ADA) and with Section 4 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Hunter College is committed to ensuring educational parity and accommodations for all students with documented disabilities and/or medical conditions. It is recommended that all students with documented disabilities (Emotional, Medical, Physical, and/or Learning) consult the Office of Accessibility located in room E1124 to secure necessary academic accommodations. For further information and assistance, please call (212-772-4857)/TTY (212-650-3230.)
· NO IN-CLASS ELECTRONIC DEVICES

All cell phones, laptops, and other electronic devises must be turned off or silenced AND stored out of sight. 

· TIMELY SUBMISSION OF THE ASSIGNMENT

Papers are due at the beginning of class. Do not make it a habit to walk in late on the day a paper is assigned. If you cannot hand in a paper on the due date, e-mail it to me the day before it is due. I will be accommodating if you get in touch, but will not accept late papers if you have not made arrangements with me. For each day a paper is late I will deduct half a letter grade. After three days late papers will NOT be accepted. 

· GET IN TOUCH
Feel free to talk to me about any learning issue that you might have that could impact your success in the course. Visit me during the office hours or e-mail me with any questions you might have. I am a resource to help you learn. If you are confused about the readings or my expectations from you, do let me know. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Class attendance and participation 


10%

Presentation






20%

Writing Assignments







Short Writing Assignment



15%


Ten Informal Reading Responses
10 x 3%
30%


Final Paper





25%
FINAL GRADE EVALUATION TOOLS
1) Class attendance and participation (10% of final grade)
Students who miss no more than 3 classes for whatever reason during the semester will gain 1/3 letter grade at the end, for example, moving from a B- to a B or from a B+ to an A-.  Reasons for missing class are irrelevant to this. 

2) Informal Reading Responses (30% of final grade)

Reading responses must 1) provide a summary of the main arguments and 2) a critical evaluation of the text’s main argument. They must be typed and at least 250 words long. They will provide a springboard for discussion and test your familiarity with the assigned readings, and will be graded on a credit/no credit basis. Late reading responses will not be accepted. 

You must submit 10 reading responses in total by the last day of class. The first 5 reading responses must be submitted by October 25th.

3) Writing Assignments (40% of the final grade)
I will distribute detailed writing prompts a week before each assignment is due. 
4) Presentations (20% of the final grade)
I will assign pairs to present together on a reading assignment. The pair must collaborate on their presentation and provide a handout to the class detailing their argument. 
Hunter College Writing Center: For help with writing and tutoring in philosophy. http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/thewritingcenter-ce
